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Abstract:  The present study aims to explore the webometric aspects of the fifteen Open 
Universities in India. An attempt has been made to rank the University websites according 
to various webometric factors. The study calculated the Domain age, Domain extension, 
Internal Link, External Link, Page Speed, Web Impact Factors, WISER Index Ranking, Social 
media Connectivity and Alexa Ranking of the websites. The researcher suggested that the 
websites of Open universities need to attract more external links and Web impact factor by 
introducing creative online sources and services and updates of news and research 
information.  
Keyword: Webometrics, Open Universities, Domain Extension, Link Analysis, Web Impact 
Factor, WISER Ranking, Alexa Ranking, Page Speed, Social Media. 
1. Introduction 
Distance Education is the solution for the rising requirement of higher education in 
India, embellishes with several challenges, obstacles, and modifications in topography, 
language, customs, culture, theology, and competitions. By the ambition for aspiring people 
in India, who are unable to pursue regular education, nowhere gets a most productive 
solution than the open universities which provide a platform for distance education and 
promotes a flexible and innov-ative system of education. In the academic, technical, and 
professional subjects, distance education is provided in emerging interdisciplinary areas 
such as women empowerment, child development, consumer protection, environment, 
human rights, and so on. Indian Open Universities offer under-graduate, post-graduate, 
doctoral degrees besides certificate and diploma level courses. Open universities execute 
various programs apart from teaching for developing the skills and knowledge capability of 
the general community. The Open University will be determined the resources free. The 
approach would be multi-media integration, radio and television programs through separate 
channels, and individual or group guidance at selected places scattered all over the country. 
Webometric deals with measuring the number of World Wide Web count and varieties of 
hyperlinks, the structure and usage patterns of the World Wide Web. Web impact analysis is 
based on counting and analysing the URLs rendered by search engines in response to 
queries composed to match the documents or approaches to produce indicators of the 
extent to which the documents or ideas are mentioned online, either to directly access web 
impact or to indirectly evaluate predominantly offline impact by measurement of the online 
component of that impact. 
2. Open Universities in India 
There are 15 Open Universities in India at present 1 national/central and 14 states open 
universities. They provide the facility of distance education to those aspiring people who are 
unable to pursue regular studies. Open Universities provide education in Distance Mode 
only. These Universities offer Certificate, Diploma, UG, PG and Doctoral programmes in 
many disciplines under Open Distance Learning System in Indian Scenario. Apart from 
teaching, various literacy and education programmes focusing on community awareness, 
education and training in need-based and relevant areas are executed by these universities 
to building the skill and knowledge capability of the community. These Universities are also 
play a vital role in shaping the career and individual growth of learner who are already 
employed. In the table 1 the list of 15 universities is listed with some details. Ex. University 
name, abbreviation, city, state, year of establishment and URL. 








City/Town State/UT URL 
Central Open University 
1 Indira Gandhi National 
Open University 
IGNOU 1985 New Delhi New Delhi http://ignou.ac.in/ 
State Open University 
2 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open 
University 




3 Vardhaman Mahaveer 
Open University 
VMOU 2002 Kota Rajasthan https://www.vmou.
ac.in/ 
4 Nalanda Open 
University 
NOU 1987 Patna Bihar http://www.nou.ac.i
n/  
5 Yashwantrao Chavan 
Maharashtra Open 
University 




6 Madhya Pradesh Bhoj 
Open University 








8 Karnataka State Open 
University 
KSOU 1996 Mysore Karnataka https://ksoumysuru.
ac.in/ 
9 Netaji Subhas Open 
University 




10 UP Rajarshi Tandon 
Open University 




11 Tamil Nadu Open 
University 
TNOU 2002 Chennai Tamil Nadu https://tnou.ac.in/ 
12 Pt. sundarlal sharma 
Open University 
PSSOU 2004 Bilaspur Chhattisgar
h 
http://pssou.ac.in/ 
13 Uttarakhand Open 
University 




14 Krishna Kanta Handiqui 
State Open University 
KKHSOU 2005 Guwahati Assam http://www.kkhsou.
in/web_new/ 
15 Odisha State Open 
University 




3. Review of literature 
A webometric study conducted by Verma & Pathak (2020) to analysed the research 
institutes websites of ICSSR. The Research institutes websites of ICSSR were ranked by Web 
Impact factor. In this article the study carried out on the basis of domain extension, Domain 
authority, page authority, just discovered links, spam score, external links, internal links and 
web impact factor of institute websites. For data collection they are using Moz’s link 
explorer tool. In the study they found that the website of Centre for Policy Research (CPR) 
occupies the first rank on the basis of Web Impact Factor. Kadam & Bhusawar (2021) 
carried out a webometric study of the website of 25 Top-Ranked Indian Higher Education 
Institutes using Web Impact Factor, website security rank, Akexa Traffic Rank, Social media 
followers and Wiser Index Value ranking. Ghosh & Roy (2021) carried out a webometric 
analysis of the website of Open Access Digital Repositories of agricultural sciences 
universities in continents of Oceania using WIF and WISER Index Value Ranking. Verma & 
Jaiswal (2020) conducted a webometric analysis of top 30 medical universities in India as 
per the NIRF Ranking. They using Google search engine for collecting the total no. of web 
pages using commands and for counting the links, external and internal links SEO Review 
tool has been used. For Google page score they used Page Speed Insights. They also 
examine the comparison and correlation between WIF and WISER ranking of top 30 medical 
universities. Shukla and Vanlalfeli (2014) analyse the library websites of Indian Institutes of 
Technology through the webometric indicators using Link analysis, link pattern, Web Impact 
Factor, file format as well as Top level Domain. Patel et. al. (2021) assessed the webometric 
study of NIRF rank Universities in India based on the web visibility and research productivity. 
They used the smallsetools.com to calculate Internal, External and Total Links of websites. 
For collecting the backfiles, referring domain and website traffic they used Ahrefs SEO tool. 
Pal et. al. (2019) makes an attempt with the webometric analysis of 14 open universities In 
India using Web Impact Factors, Domain extension and SEO Analyzer. A study conducted by 
Chelatayakkot & Mumthas (2019) on Web Impact Factor analysis the websites of 9 special 
libraries in Kerala to identify the number of web pages, link page, and also calculate Web 
Impact Factors and Revised Web Impact Factor. 
   
The above review of literature shows that no. of webometric studies have been carried 
out to measure the websites of many institutes and Library websites on the parameters of 
Domain Extensions, Domain age, No, of total pages, Internal Links, External links, Web 
Impact factors, Wiser Index Ranking and Alexa Ranking etc. from these studies, it can be 
concluded that the majority of webometric study of websites conducted with the help of 
link analysis, Web Impact Factors, whereas some studies used Page Speed Insights, Alexa 
Rank and WISER Value Index. The study of open universities websites also carried out, but 
no detailed studies have been conducted by using the parameters like Page Speed insights, 
WISER Index Value, Social Media Connectivity and Alexa Ranking to evaluate the websites of 
Open universities in India. Therefore, this study is an attempt to fulfill the gap of research by 
studying the 15 Open University websites in India. 
 
4. Scope of the study 
 
The scope of the present study is confined to fifteen Open University in India. The study 
examined the websites of 15 Open Universities in the country and aimed at to establish a 
kind of academic or Institutional ranking of these universities website by measuring their 
Web Impact Factor and Link analysis.  
 
5. Objectives of the study 
 
The main objectives of present study entitled “Web page Analysis of Open University 
Websites in India: A Webometric Study” is to critically investigate the following objective: 
  
• To analyse the Top-Level Domain and Domain age of Open Universities websites; 
• To calculate the no. of web pages of Open Universities websites; 
• To find out the internal and external link pages of Open University Websites; 
• To calculate the web impact factor of simple WIF, Internal WIF and External WIF; 
• To use WISER (Web Indicator for Science, Technology and Innovation Research) 
ranking method to know the visibility and connectivity of the Open Universities in 
India; 
• To analysis the Alexa Traffic Rank and Page Insight Speed of Open Universities 
websites; 
• To analysis the presence of open universities on Social Media Handles (Facebook, 




The Present Webometric study identified 15 open universities in India listed in table 1. 
Data have been collected during 14 to 26 May 2021. For the data collection we are using 
Google search engine by utilizing Boolean operators and SEO (search engine optimization) 
Tool. The details of data collection tools or syntax are listed below:  
 
Table 2: Methods of Data Collection 
Sr. No Tools/syntax Data Type 




Total no. of files (file type: pdf, ppt, xls and doc)  




Total no. of Internal and External Links 




SEO tool (Domain and page authority, just 
discovered and spam score) 




Page Speed (Mobile and Desktop) 
8.  Site: baou.edu.in  
Total no. of publications listed or index in 
Google scholar (search in Google scholar) 
 
On the basis of above-mentioned syntax and tools the formula of calculating Web Impact 
Factor (WIF) as introduced by Ingwersen (1998) i.e., the ratio of the no. of links to a site, to 
total no. of webpages at the site, has been used. The formulas for calculating different Web 
Impact Factors mentioned below: 
 
a) Simple WIF (SWIF) = It is the ratio of all links to the no. of web pages. 
  SWIF = Total no. of links/ Total no. of webpages 
b) Internal WIF (IWIF) = It is the ratio of Internal links to the no. of web pages. 
IWIF = Total no. of Internal links/ Total no. of webpages 
c) External WIF (EWIF) = It is the ratio of External links to the no. of web pages. 
  EWIF = Total no. of External links/ Total no. of webpages 
 
7. Data Analysis 
 
• Classification of Open Universities by Domain 
  A Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is an address of a given unique resource on the Web 
and also known as web address. The first part of the URL consists of the transfer protocol; 
the second specifies the domain names which is followed by directory and file name. 
Domain extension of website play a vital role while assessing the information from any 
website, domain is the very important criteria of assess the authority of websites.    
 













1 IGNOU 28/02/2004 .ac .in 17 2 
2 BRAOU 30/11/2003 .ac .in 17 5 
3 VMOU 27/06/2007 .ac .in 13 10 
4 NOU 25/06/2009 .ac .in 11 10 
5 YCMOU 13/08/2013 .ac .in 7 9 
6 MPBOU 16/06/2020 .edu .in 0 11 
7 BAOU 24/05/2010 .edu .in 10 11 
8 KSOU 03/01/2018 .ac .in 3 4 
9 NSOU 07/12/2009 .ac .in 11 5 
10 UPRTOU 19/10/2010 .ac .in 10 7 
11 TNOU 21/06/2005 .ac .in 15 11 
12 PSSOU 21/11/2006 .ac .in 14 6 
13 UOU 13/01/2010 .ac .in 11 4 
14 KKHSOU 17/06/2010 - .in 10 11 
15 OSOU 09/07/2015 .ac .in 5 10 
 
For studying the Extension Domain of the open universities’ websites, the domain names 
have been taken into account where in table 3 represent the most frequently used TLDs by 
universities. From the illustration of table 3, 4 and Fig. 1, the study reveals the TLDs of 
universities websites are .ac.in, .edu.in and .in. The domain extension .ac.in is used by 12 
(80%) Universities, .edu.in is used by 2 (13%) universities and whereas .in is used by only 1 
University (7%).  
 
Table 4: Domain Extension 
 
Sr. No. Domain Extension No. of Universities Percentage (%) 
1 .ac.in 12 80.00 % 
2 .edu.in 2 13.33 % 





   Domain age is calculated from the time when it was registered till its active. For calculating 
domain age we used Dupli checker. Table no. 3 and Fig. 2 ascertains the data about the 
domain registration and age of the studied websites. It can be observed that Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Open University, website ranked first regarding the domain age, having 
completed 17 years 5 months since domain registration. Meanwhile IGNOU, website also 
had completed 17 years 2 months since domain registration and ranked second. The 
Websites of Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai (15 years 11 months), Pt. sundarlal 
sharma Open University, Bilaspur (14 years 6 month) and Vardhaman Mahaveer Open 
University, kota (13 years 10 months), ranked third, fourth and fifth respectively. The 

























• Distribution of Domain and page authority, just discovered link and spam score 
   Domain Authority (DA) is a search engine ranking score developed by Moz that predicts 
how likely a website is to rank on search engine result pages (SERPs). DA is calculated by 
evaluating multiple factors, including linking root domains and the number of total links, 
into a single DA score. Page Authority (PA) is a score developed by Moz that predicts how 
well a specific page will rank on SERP. Domain and Page Authority scores range from one to 















1 IGNOU 54 53 47 5 
2 BRAOU 34 51 45 - 
3 VMOU 37 50 34 2 
4 NOU 24 28 34 50 
5 YCMOU 33 37 7 1 
6 MPBOU 32 28 28 14 
7 BAOU 34 43 9 3 
8 KSOU 30 30 9 7 
9 NSOU 33 49 25 17 
10 UPRTOU 34 42 27 25 
11 TNOU 37 41 13 2 
12 PSSOU 34 40 17 15 
13 UOU 34 48 31 7 
14 KKHSOU 35 38 43 75 
15 OSOU 33 32 33 1 
 
       It is observed from Table 5 and Fig. 3 that the IGNOU website achieved highest DA Score 
(54) while Nalanda Open University website obtain only 24 out of 100 points which is lowest 
among all open universities.  Among open universities website the highest page authority 




       Just discovered links are those links of a website that have been found in last sixty days 
and the prediction of the possibility of subdomain spam on a website is done by spam score 
rating system. Table 5 and Fig. 4 represent the just discovered links and spam score of the 
open universities’ websites. It observed that the IGNOU gets the highest just discovered 
links with 47 and which is followed by BRAOU with 45 and KKSHSOU with 43. The KKHSOU 
website gets the highest spam score with 75 %. YCMOU and OSOU gets the lowest 1% spam 



















































• PageSpeed Insights 
PageSpeed Insights (PSI) reports on the performance of a page on both mobile and 
desktop devices, and provides suggestions on how that page may be improved. ( 
https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/) Using PageSpeed Insights 
we can determine the performance of page on mobile and desktop. If a page score 
above 90 it means page speed is fast, and if page scores is in-between 50 to 90 is 
considered moderate and below the 50 consider being slow. It is observed from table 6 
and Fig. 5 that the BRAOU website has having highest speed on mobile (84) whereas 
KSOU website having lowest speed (7) among the all universities. It was observed that 
the NOU website scores highest (89) and UOU score Lowest (34) on desktop among the 
all universities. 
Table 6: PageSpeed Insights 
Sr. 
No 
University Name Mobile Desktop 
1 IGNOU 57 77 
2 BRAOU 84 88 
3 VMOU 19 55 
4 NOU 83 89 
5 YCMOU 42 68 
6 MPBOU 69 73 
7 BAOU 54 85 
8 KSOU 7 45 
9 NSOU 14 48 
10 UPRTOU 60 66 
11 TNOU 16 39 
12 PSSOU 83 80 
13 UOU 10 34 
14 KKHSOU 11 37 





• Determine the Web Impact Factors of Open university websites 
 
Web impact factor is a quantitative tool for evaluating and ranking websites, top-level 
domains and sub-domains. Table 7 include the details about total no of webpages, internal 
links, and external links, SWIF, IWIF and EWIF of open universities. It was observed that the 
UOU website have the highest number of web pages and NOU website has a lowest. It is 
found that NSOU has a maximum no of internal links (522) while PSSOU has a minimum no 
of internal links (20). The VMOU website has a highest no of external links (53) while NOU 
website has minimum no of external links (7).The NSOU website has a highest no of total 
links (538) while PSSOU have lowest no. of total links (31). On the other hand, the respective 
simple web impact factor (WIF), internal web impact factor (IWIF) and External web impact 
factor (EWIF). The website of KSOU has a maximum of 0.04815 SWIF value, 0.04356 IWIF 
value and 0.00459 EWIF value while UOU has a least 0.00005 SWIF value, 0.00004 IWIF 
value and 0.00001 EWIF value. 
 























Total no. of 
links (External + 
Internal) 
SWIF IWIF EWIF 
1 IGNOU 122000 74 29 103 0.00084 0.00061 0.00024 
2 BRAOU 50700 50 12 62 0.00122 0.00099 0.00024 
3 VMOU 79200 93 53 146 0.00184 0.00117 0.00067 
4 NOU 4300 54 7 61 0.01419 0.01256 0.00163 
5 YCMOU 120000 167 16 183 0.00153 0.00139 0.00013 
6 MPBOU 10500 33 11 44 0.00419 0.00314 0.00105 
 
• Alexa Traffic Rank 
 
The Alexa rank is a measure of website popularity. It ranks millions of websites in order 
of popularity, with an Alexa Rank of 1 being the most popular. Alexa Rank reveals how a 
website is doing relative to all other sites, which makes it a great KPI for benchmarking and 
competitive analysis. The Alexa rank is calculated using a proprietary methodology that 
combines a site’s estimated traffic and visitor engagement over the past three months. 
Table 8 contains data about Alexa traffic rank globally and in India.  The result show that 
IGNOU, ranked first in Alexa rank globally (3808) and Alexa rank in India (415). It can also be 
seen that NOU was in the last position regarding Alexa rank globally (856,655) and in India 
(157348). Total Sites Linking In is Sites that link to this site. The IGNOU website has highest 
no. of total site linking in is 2174 while NOU has minimum no. of total site linking in is 11. 
 











1 IGNOU 3,808 415 2174 
2 BRAOU 288,229 56408 382 
3 VMOU 55,685 9887 325 
4 NOU 856,655 157348 11 
5 YCMOU 324,536 31964 81 
6 MPBOU 216,914 44613 45 
7 BAOU 263615 63312 327 
8 KSOU 296,203 64111 36 
9 NSOU 135,682 13435 308 
10 UPRTOU 172,070 30351 201 
11 TNOU 270,843 36085 424 
12 PSSOU 445,494 58925 175 
13 UOU 89,863 13762 242 
14 KKHSOU 151,491 21008 426 
15 OSOU 158,707 34712 93 
 
 
7 BAOU 220000 89 16 105 0.00048 0.00040 0.00007 
8 KSOU 5670 247 26 273 0.04815 0.04356 0.00459 
9 NSOU 62600 522 16 538 0.00859 0.00834 0.00026 
10 UPRTOU 23400 118 48 166 0.00709 0.00504 0.00205 
11 TNOU 114000 205 10 215 0.00189 0.00180 0.00009 
12 PSSOU 11600 20 11 31 0.00267 0.00172 0.00095 
13 UOU 3370000 150 31 181 0.00005 0.00004 0.00001 
14 KKHSOU 28700 245 24 269 0.00937 0.00854 0.00084 
15 OSOU 72600 85 11 96 0.00132 0.00117 0.00015 
• Rich Files 
Table 9 contains data about total no of rich files; it includes only four file types pdf, ppt, 
xls and doc. This table shows that NOU has maximum rich files with a total no. of 10624774 
followed by the UOU and IGNOU with 133255 and 66196 files respectively.  The website of 
PSSOU is ranked lowest, with total no. of files 498. Collectively there are 10899656 pdf, 726 
ppt, 2754 xls and 22923 doc files on their websites of all the fifteen open universities. 
 
Table 9: Total no of Rich Files 
Sr. 
No 
University Name .pdf .ppt .xls .doc Total no. of files 
1 IGNOU 65300 28 261 607 66196 
2 BRAOU 4430 2 10 27 4469 
3 VMOU 7080 4 9 9 7102 
4 NOU 1,06,00,000 644 2330 21800 10624774 
5 YCMOU 23100 0 5 9 23114 
6 MPBOU 1490 1 1 9 1501 
7 BAOU 19000 18 45 51 19114 
8 KSOU 794 0 0 0 794 
9 NSOU 8320 6 3 32 8361 
10 UPRTOU 797 0 2 4 803 
11 TNOU 12800 5 6 16 12827 
12 PSSOU 495 1 1 1 498 
13 UOU 133000 9 71 175 133255 
14 KKHSOU 5350 3 0 7 5360 
15 OSOU 17700 5 10 176 17891 
 
• Ranking of Selected Open Universities based on WISER 
 
An attempt has been taken to rank the selected Open Universities in India using 
appropriate webometric indicators. Following table 10 shows the web-pages, visibility, rich 
content files, Google scholar data, WISER Index Value and rank. The above calculation is 
done based on webometric data and using WISER formula. WISER Stand for Web Indicator 
for Science, Technology and Innovation Research. Almind & Ingwersen (1997) proposed the 
first Web indicator, Web Impact Factor (WIF), based on link analysis that combines the 
number of external inlinks and the number of pages of the website, a ratio of 1:1 between 
visibility and size. This ratio is used for the ranking but adding two new indicators to the size 
component: Number of documents, measured from the number of rich files in a web 
domain, and the number of publications being collected by Google Scholar database. As it 
has been already commented, the four indicators were obtained from the quantitative 
results provided by the main search engines as follows: 
 
➢ Size (S). Number of pages recovered from Google search and results are log-
normalised to 1 for the highest value. Then for each domain, maximum and minimum 
results are excluded and every institution is assigned a rank according to the 
combined sum.  
➢ Visibility (V).  The total number of unique external links received (inlinks) by a site can 
be only confidently obtained from Google Search and results are log-normalised to 1 
for the highest value and then combined to generate the rank.  
➢ Rich Files(R).  After evaluation of their relevance to academic and publication 
activities and considering the volume of the different file formats, the following were 
selected:  Adobe Acrobat (.pdf), Adobe PostScript (.ps), Microsoft Word (.doc) and 
Microsoft Power point (.ppt). These data were extracted using Google and merging 
the results for each file type after log-normalising in the same way as described 
before. 
➢ Google Scholar (Sc).   Google Scholar provides the number of papers for each 
academic domain.  These results from the Scholar database represent papers, reports 
and other academic items.  
 
WISER ranking = log (Visibility 50%) + log (Size 20%) + log (Rich Files 15%) + log (Scholar 15 
%) 
 
Ranking of the websites of Open Universities based on WISER Index Value. Database in 
the table 10 shows that website of UOU occupies the top position with wiser index value 
12.888 and the website of MPBOU with wiser index value 6.068 held the last position. The 
table shows that the IGNOU domain has the highest no. of papers on Google scholar score is 
975 and MPBOU and KSOU has 1 Google scholar score. 
 



















1 IGNOU 122000 74 66196 975 12.118 2 
2 BRAOU 50700 50 4469 40 9.008 11 
3 VMOU 79200 93 7102 48 9.752 9 
4 NOU 4300 54 10624774 3 10.221 5 
5 YCMOU 120000 167 23114 9 9.972 8 
6 MPBOU 10500 33 1501 1 6.068 15 
7 BAOU 220000 89 19114 244 11.313 3 
8 KSOU 5670 247 794 1 6.398 13 
9 NSOU 62600 522 8361 46 10.451 4 
10 UPRTOU 23400 118 803 5 7.397 12 
11 TNOU 114000 205 12827 20 10.130 6 
12 PSSOU 11600 20 498 8 6.318 14 
13 UOU 3370000 150 133255 51 12.888 1 
14 KKHSOU 28700 245 5360 129 10.039 7 
15 OSOU 72600 85 17891 19 9.674 10 
 
 
• Analysis of Social Media 
Social media is a tool by which people can exchange information and ideas among 
virtual communities and networks. Social networking sites built a relationship among a 
group with a common interest. Social media have the capacity to build a much closer 
relationship between the University and their users. In this study we analysis the social 
media tools used by open universities and know the followers or subscribers. The 
websites provide the links of to the social media accounts of the respective university. 
Universities use commonly four Social Media Tools are Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and 
Instagram. Out of 15 Universities, 11 Universities using Facebook, 10 Universities using 
Twitter and YouTube, and one-use Instagram. The Table 12 shows that the IGNOU has 
highest follower 61559 on Facebook and 40774 on Twitter. The VMOU has highest 
subscriber 199K on YouTube. The only one university using all four social media platforms 
is Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University. The followers of BAOU on Facebook are 
8619, Twitter is 1246, subscriber on YouTube is 807, and Followers on Instagram is 450. 
 
Table 12: Distribution of connectivity with social media followers 
Sr. No University Name Facebook Twitter YouTube Instagram 
1 IGNOU 61559 40774 - - 
2 BRAOU 2620 - 12.9K - 
3 VMOU 9300 1759 199K - 
4 NOU - - - - 
5 YCMOU 23872 777 - - 
6 MPBOU 4814 - 38.9K - 
7 BAOU 8619 1246 807 450 
8 KSOU 841 254 9.6K - 
9 NSOU - 325 12.2K - 
10 UPRTOU - 320 262 - 
11 TNOU 1173 92 - - 
12 PSSOU - - - - 
13 UOU 15958 1569 19.9K - 
14 KKHSOU 3284 - 27.7K - 
15 OSOU 1622 440 13.1K - 
 
 
8. Findings and Conclusion 
 
Web page Analysis of Open University Websites is an unexplored area of webometric 
research. The present study hopefully provides a fair idea and information about the 15 
Open University websites in the country. The followings are the major findings of the study: 
 
• Out of 15 universities, 12 (80%) University websites have ‘. edu.in’ extension, 2 (13%) 
universities have ‘. edu.in’ extension and another 1 (7%) has ‘.in’ extension. 
• Domain authority predicts the ranking of websites on search engine result. The 
IGNOU leads with the highest Domain Authority 54 whereas NOU is least among all 
the universities. The BRAOU leads with the highest Page authority 51 whereas lowest 
achieved by MPBOU (28).  
• The Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, website ranked first regarding the domain 
age, having completed 17 years 5 months since domain registration. Meanwhile 
IGNOU, website also had completed 17 years 2 months since domain registration and 
ranked second. 
• The BRAOU website has having highest speed on mobile (84) whereas NOU website 
scores highest (89) on desktop among the all universities. 
• The website of KSOU has a maximum of 0.04815 SWIF value, 0.04356 IWIF value and 
0.00459 EWIF value. 
• The result show that IGNOU, ranked first in Alexa rank globally (3808) and Alexa rank 
in India (415). 
• The website of UOU occupies the top position with wiser index value 12.888 and the 
website of MPBOU with wiser index value 6.068 held the last position. 
• The only one university using all four social media platforms is Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar Open University. The followers of BAOU on Facebook are 8619, Twitter is 
1246, subscriber on YouTube is 807, and Followers on Instagram is 450. 
 
 The website has great important as a medium of communication and the ranking of 
universities website based on webometric analysis helps us to understand the level of their 
visibility and promote to make the right decision for improvement of university websites. 
From the analysis of this study, it is clear shows that the most of the time IGNOU and 
BRAOU has highest rankings. The study reveals that for ensuring more presence and 
visibility for their websites, the institution should pay attention to factors such as WIF, Page 
Speed, Wiser Ranking and Alexa Ranking. Further study can be conducted using other 
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